
!"#$ %&"'()*$ +,&-($ ./01$ 2#3&0"'$ 450607($ 89:;($ 0';
<--;(

April 5, 2013 by Jack Kerwick 50 Comments

 Print This Post

To read or order DavidTo read or order David
HorowitzÕs pamphlet, HorowitzÕs pamphlet, BarackBarack
ObamaÕs Rules for Revolution:ObamaÕs Rules for Revolution:
The Alinsky ModelThe Alinsky Model, , click hereclick here..

In spite of the mediaÕs conspicuous
silence on the matter, it is no secret
that Saul AlinskyÕs manual for
Òcommunity organizersÓÑRules for
RadicalsÑexerted an immeasurable
influence over the worldÕs most well
recognized community organizer,
President Barack Obama.  Thus, to
understand why Obama does what
he does, we need to be familiar with
the vision that Alinsky delineated in
his book.

Below are six ideas, six Òrules,Ó that
the Godfather of community
organizing packs between the covers
of Rules, ideas that ObamaÕs imbibed
hook, line, and sinker.

(1). PoliticsPolitics is all about poweris all about power
relations, but to advance oneÕsrelations, but to advance oneÕs
power, one must couch oneÕspower, one must couch oneÕs
positions in the language ofpositions in the language of
morality.morality.

Community organizers are Òpolitical
realistsÓ who Òsee the world as it is:
an arena of power politics moved
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primarily by perceived immediate
self-interests, where morality is
rhetorical rationale for expedient
action and self-interestÓ (12).

(2). There is only three kinds ofThere is only three kinds of
people in the world: rich andpeople in the world: rich and
powerful oppressors, the poorpowerful oppressors, the poor
and disenfranchised oppressed,and disenfranchised oppressed,
and the middle-class whoseand the middle-class whose
apathy perpetuates the statusapathy perpetuates the status

quo.quo.

ÒThe world as it isÓ is a rather simple world.  From this perspective, the world
consists of but three kinds of people: Òthe Haves, the Have-Nots, and the
Have-a-Little, Want Mores.Ó  The Haves, possessing, as they do, all of Òthe
power, money, food, security, and luxury,Ó resist the ÒchangeÓ necessary to
relieve the Have-Nots of the Òpoverty, rotten housing, disease, ignorance,
political impotence, and despairÓ from which they suffer (18).

The Have-a-Little, Want Mores comprise what we call Òthe middle class.Ó 
While Alinsky believes that this group Òis the genesis of creativity,Ó (19) he
also claims that it supplies the world with its ÒDo-Nothings.Ó The Do-Nothings
are those who Òprofess a commitment to social change for ideals of justice,
equality, and opportunity, and then abstain from and discourage all effective
action for change [.]Ó  Alinsky remarks that in spite of their reputable
appearances, the Do-Nothings are actually ÒinvidiousÓ (20).

This being so, they are as resistant to change as are the Haves.

(3). Change is brought about through relentless agitation andChange is brought about through relentless agitation and
Òtrouble makingÓ of a kind that radically disrupts society as it is.  Òtrouble makingÓ of a kind that radically disrupts society as it is.  

Since both the middle and upper
classes have none of the organizerÕs
passion for radical change, he must
do his best to Òstir up dissatisfaction
and discontent [.]Ó  He must Òagitate
to the point of conflict.Ó  The
organizer ÒdramatizesÉ injusticesÓ
and engages in ÒÔtrouble makingÕ by
stirring upÓ just those Òangers,
frustrations, and resentmentsÓ (117)
that will eventuate in the
Òdisorganization of the old and
organization of the new Ó (116
emphasis original).  He is determined
to give rise to as much ÒconfusionÓ
and ÒfearÓ as possible (127).

(4). There can be no conversationThere can be no conversation
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between the organizer and hisbetween the organizer and his
opponents.  The latter must beopponents.  The latter must be
depicted as being evil.depicted as being evil.

If his compulsion to ÒagitateÓ makes
it sound as if the organizer is
disinclined to converse with those
with whom he disagrees, that is
because, well, he is. Alinsky is blunt
on this point: ÒYou donÕt
communicate with anyone purely on
the rational facts or ethics of an issueÓ (89).    It is true that Òmoral
rationalization is indispensable,Ó (43) that the organizer must ÒclotheÓ oneÕs
goals and strategies with Òmoral argumentsÓ (36). But there can be no
conversation with oneÕs opponents, for to converse with them is to humanize
them.

The organizerÕs objective is to demonize those who stand in the way of his
designs for change.

The reason for this is simple: ÒMen will act when they are convinced that
their cause is 100 per cent on the side of the angels and that the opposition
[is] 100 per cent on the side of the devil.Ó The organizer Òknows that there
can be no action until issues are polarized to this degreeÓ (78).

Elaborating on this theme, Alinsky asserts that in Òcharging that so-and-so is
a racist bastard and then dilutingÓ this Òwith qualifying remarks such as ÔHe is
a good churchgoing man, generous to charity, and a good husband,ÕÓ one
convicts oneself of Òpolitical idiocyÓ (134).  The winning strategy is to Òpick the
target, freeze it, personalize it, and polarize it Ó (130 emphases original).

(5). The organizer can never focus on just a single issue.  He mustThe organizer can never focus on just a single issue.  He must
move inexhaustibly from one issue to the next. move inexhaustibly from one issue to the next. 

The organizer Òmust develop multiple issues,Ó (76) for Òmultiple issues mean
constant action and lifeÓ (78).  Alinsky explains: ÒA single issue is a fatal strait
jacket thatÉ drastically limitsÓ the organizerÕs Òappeal,Ó but Òmultiple issuesÉ
draw in É many potential members essential to the building of a broad,
mass-based organizationÓ (120).  The only Òway to keep the action goingÓ is
by Òconstantly cutting new issues as the action continues, so that by the time
the enthusiasm and the emotions for one issue have started to de-escalate, a
new issueÓ has emerged Òwith a consequent revivalÓ (161).

(6). Taunt oneÕs opponents to the point that they label you a Taunt oneÕs opponents to the point that they label you a
Òdangerous enemyÓ of Òthe establishment.ÓÒdangerous enemyÓ of Òthe establishment.Ó

Finally, in order Òto put the organizer on the side of the people, to identify
him with the Have-Nots,Ó it is imperative that he Òmaneuver and bait the
establishment so that it will publicly attack him as a Ôdangerous enemyÕÓ
(100).
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Just because Barack Obama has left behind the low-income Chicago
communities in which he once agitated doesnÕt mean that he left behind the
skills as a community agitator that he learned from Saul Alinsky.  Rather, he
now regards the country as his community to organize as he sees fit.

Obama not infrequently invokes American ideals, even while he conspires to
Òfundamentally transformÓ America.

In spite of what he says, Obama does not want national unity.  There can be
no unity with a people who one wants to fundamentally transform.

The President regularly speaks and acts as if there is perpetual class warfare
being waged by Òthe HavesÓ on Òthe Have Nots.Ó  Indeed, this is what he
wants for Americans to believe.  It is this desire on his part that accounts for
why he spares no occasion to demonize both Òthe richest one percentÓ who
he accuses of refusing to pay Òtheir fair share,Ó as well as those Republicans
who threaten to impede his plans to raise taxes.

Again, Obama does not want unity.  He wants division.

Obama constantly moves from one divisive issue to the next, from
Obamacare to gun-control, from amnesty for illegal immigrants to support
for Òsame-sex marriage.Ó  We see now why this is so.

Obama does not want unity.  He wants to keep the country as polarized and
disoriented as possible.

To know why Obama speaks and acts as he does, we need to know about
Saul AlinskyÕs Rules for Radicals.

Freedom Center pamphlets now available on Kindle: Freedom Center pamphlets now available on Kindle: Click hereClick here.  .  
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